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Abstract

Policy Development for supporting the childrearing
Chosun-jok familiies in Korea

Suh, Moon-hee
Lee, Yoon-jin
Lee, Jung-won
Kim, Jin-kyung
Choi, Yoon Kyung
Park, Keum-hye

As the migration for employment in Korea increased in the
Chosun-jok society, their family life and economic pursuits have
dramatically changed. One of the most notable changes is family
separation and the disintegration of their family functioning. The
statistics show that the percentage of children separating from their
parents was approximately 70% in the school-aged children. Their
relationship with parents were disrupted and they suffered from lack

of emotional attachment and educational support from parents.
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This study's aim is to overview the current state of Chosun-jok
family life, both in Korea and China, especially the lives of those
who are rearing young children aged from zero to five. Through the
overall picture of their daily challenges and struggles, this study
seeked to draw out the key issues and concerns of childrearing and
the family functioning of the Chosun-jok families, specifically those
residing in Korea. The most crucial demands of the Chosun-jok
families are (1) bringing up of the children itself and (2) financial
difficulties.

The investigations were implemented through the method of survey
and in-depth interveiws, both in Korea and China. The survey results
showed that their employment rate is quite high and the portion of
dual-income families is also substantial; more than 50%. However,
the job description is mostly limited to the manual labor sector on
temporary base. Thus, the majority of the Chosun-jok families in
Korea are suffering from low income adversities, high cost in
childrearing, child care, education, housing, and especially in having
no medical insurance benefits. Also, the illegal alien status of parents
directly influence on the quality of young children's development

detrimentally and continue to affect the child's future.

Therefore, this study suggests the policy implications as follows:
firstly, the policies should secure the children's education and child
care. It should also be required that the stateless status of the parents
not be transferred to the child. This is be a mandatory effort of the
Korean government to abide by the UN Conventions on the Child's
Right for Education and the International Conventions on the
Protection of the Rights of Migrant Families. Also the child care
subsidy should be gradually applied to the Chosun-jok children, equal

to the financial supports for the children in multicultural families.
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Secondly, the medical services and health care, such as
immunizations, need to be set as a service for all children,
irrespective of their nationality and membership of medical insurance.
There should be open doors to medical insurance for the Chosun-jok
families. Thirdly, the activities of non-government organizations for
the Chosun-jok families should be more encouraged and diversified
by coworking with the government delivery systems. Fourth, the
information on child care services and counseling need to be more
actively provided. Ultimately, the Chosun-jok children and their
families need to be treated like any other Korean citizen because they
are invaluable human resources for our future society and also

because they were one of us in the past.
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