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Abstract

The Korean government has been focusing on developing multiple child
care policies in order to overcome its low birthrate. Thus, a considerable
portion of the national budget has been allocated to such schemes.
Accordingly, an examination of the parental awareness and effectiveness of
these policies is both timely and necessary. Although parenting during
infancy and early childhood is often exceptionally strenuous, encouraging
parents to recognize it as a valuable experience for both the parents and the
child, and instilling confidence into the parents are critical in promoting a
healthy culture in child care practices to ensure a sound and happy
childhood.

Hence, the current study intends to promote the communication between
the demanders and providers of child care policies by firstly, understanding
the policy demands and usages of parents during their child’s infancy and
early childhood; secondly, inquiring parents’ requests for revisions of current
policies to understand and meet demander specific needs.

First of all, current child care policies for infants and young children were
reviewed. To understand the child care support policies from the perspective
of the policy demanders, a survey of the current policies from affiliated
government departments was conducted. These were analyzed according to
the parenting circumstances and the ages of the children.

In the third chapter, analyses of the parenting conditions, the perspectives
and responsibilities of parenting, the usage of current child care policies,
demands for child care support of parents with children from ages 0 to 5 are
reported. The data were analyzed according to the factors such as the
characteristics for the parents, residential area, ages of the child, working status
of the parents, child care service usage, family income, parenting time, etc.

Chapter 4 presents a report on a more comprehensive understanding of
what the parents experience during parenting such as satisfaction or
hardship; and the results of the Focus Group Interviews (FGI) which were



carried out to understand the more specific policy demands of the parents.
FGIs were conducted in groups of similar residential ares and by the ages of
the children. Additional interviews of expecting and working mothers, as
well as fathers with child care experiences were held

These analyses of the parents’ demands were applied into developing a
more family-friendly communication between the parents and policy makers.
Two promotional videos (VCR 1: “The Birth of a Child, The Birth of a
Mother’; VCR 2: “Child Care Support Policies: A difference in the Day of a
Stay-at-Home Mother’) were developed to publicize child care policies. A
brochure, "A Government's Guide to Child Care Policies" including
information and the status of current policies was published and distributed.
Lastly, a talk concert tour (‘Confidence Boosting Happy Parenting Talk
Concert: I Am a New Norn Mother’) was held in four cities (Seoul, Busan,
Incheon, and Gwangju) for around 650 parents of infants and young children
to provide an arena for communications. The 50 minute Seoul concert was
aired on EBS 1TV on May 31st nation wide.

In the sixth chapter, concrete plans to promote demander based child care
culture are suggested. Specifically, increasing opportunities for multi-directional
parental training to empower parents and diversifying the provision of
parenting information are emphasized. Also, developing measures to promote
the participation of the fathers in child care, providing networks to relieve
social isolation from parenting, improving child care services to allow breaks
from child care, and active promotions of these support systems are necessary
to ensure a healthy home for both the parents and children.

To establish a sound culture for child care with the support of the society
organizing and promoting a community based network and providing
opportunities and space that families can utilize and enjoy are required.

Also, it is important to recognize that a family-friendly approach is
necessary to improve the effectiveness of the child care support policies.
Lastly, the parents will need a constant arena to communicate the needs of

the parents such as the talk concert.
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