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Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentleman,

I am glad to welcome you all for this session, entitled “The Nuri Curriculum: 

Accomplishments and Prospects for ECCE in Korea”. Thank you for coming. That some 

of you travel long distances serves to remind us all how important education is and 

international cooperation to achieve the common goals.

Succeeding the Millennium Development Goals(MDG), and building on the outcome of 

the Muscat Agreement, the post-2015 education agenda will provide support and guidance 

on equitable and inclusive quality education. And now, we are all gathered at here to 

share in our achievements and develop the new, comprehensive vision for the next 15 

years.

Learning begins at birth. It is very important to start working with children as early as 

possible to bring the most fruitful years in individuals’ youth. Research shows how crucial 

early intervention is and its life-long effects on individuals. For 10 years, the Korea 

Institute of Child Care and Education(KICCE) has carried on policy research on early 

childhood care and education to serve quality education for young children.

As the first step towards the integration of early education and child care, the Nuri 

Curriculum, which is the national course for all children from 3- to 5-year olds, was 

introduced in 2013, with considerable funds from the government. The Nuri Curriculum 

is the valuable fruit of equitable and quality education for young children in Korea. I 

would like to express my pleasure and honor to share the accomplishments and issues 

of the ECCE in Korea at this session.

Opening Address



We are honored to have esteemed education specialists for our speakers. I am delighted 

first to introduce Dan Shechtman, a Novel Prize-winning scientist and an expert on science 

education for young children. I’m also pleased to introduce Sheldon Shaeffer, a director 

of ARNEC and a former director of UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for 

Education.

I hope you all to be challenged, excited, and inspired by our amazing speakers and 

encourage your strong support and interests on promoting ECCE. And before I invite Dan 

Shechtman for the keynote speech, I want to say once more on behalf of KICCE, 

welcome. It’s a great pleasure to see so many of you here and enjoy this meaningful 

educational event for the global community.

Thank you

Namhee Woo

President, Korea Institute of Child Care and Education
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Thanks for the presentation, Dr. Lee. It's been a good opportunity to see the effectiveness of 

the Nuri curriculum, a national common curriculum for all children aged five, from the 

perspectives of three key variables such as children, institutions, and teachers' sides.

As we know, the Nuri curriculum has been developed in order to provide a high- quality 

curriculum to all preschoolers so that they may have equal educational opportunities regardless 

of their backgrounds and of the types of ECEC service they are attending. This study has 

satisfied the curiosities about the effectiveness of the Nuri curriculum implemented in some 

sense, but still some curiosities have not been answered.

I'd like to make some comments on this study from such perspectives.

First of all, this study showed that Nuri curriculum can reinforce positive impact on children's 

learning and development regardless of children's background and can ensure even quality 

across different settings. The results of this study was very encouraging to everybody in ECEC.

However, the study may need a broader spectrum, particularly in its view on evaluation 

instrument. This study used a systematic evaluation and assessment, such as 'evaluation 

instrument of 5-year children for Nuri curriculum' which was developed by professionals in 

ECEC. The purpose of this instrument was to monitor how well the children who learned Nuri 

curriculum behave and how effectively the Nuri curriculum has impacted their behaviors. The 

drawback, even though the instrument claims the it focuses the important factors in the 

development of children aged five and bases on measurable behaviors, is that it targets the 

expected outcomes. Such filtered view would fail to recognize a complete view of the children 

and their development. Many prior studies which have measured their effects using the 

evaluation instrument have been limited due to the filtered view, and this study doesn't seem to 

be free from that kind of limitation. The study will be far more authoritatively if the study adds 

the qualitative research illuminating the changes and/or effects from the qualitative aspect.

Secondly, this study showed that Nuri curriculum gave guidance to staff on how to enhance 

children’s learning and well-being. The study showed that Nuri curriculum promoted the 

interactions between the staff and the children. But it also noted the efficacy of the staff has not 

been changed regardless of the implementation of Nuri curriculum. As the researcher pointed 

out, what needs our attentions is that the degree of efficacy of the staff influences the support 

on Nuri curriculum.
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It is necessary to provide the staff with the training and scholarship in relation to Nuri 

curriculum for the purpose of improving the efficiency of Nuri curriculum, but how to train 

highly qualified staff is also a crucial factor to consider. In fact, many studies have dealt with 

various ways to train qualified staff. To provide a minimum of 4 years of training, to build a 

systematic teacher training system, to regulate staff-child ratio in kindergarten and the 

qualification level of staff with caring responsibilities, and to administer a quality control about 

staff training contents are some of the examples found in prior research.

In addition to building training system as such, one more thing to ponder is how to 

overcome the limitations from ECEC characteristics. Because the aim of early childhood 

education is to prepare children for success in all areas of development, not only in school but 

in life, teachers have to have corresponding integrated knowledge and skills. Thus, pre-service 

teachers learn a broad variety of knowledge and skills specified in curriculum. The wide variety 

of knowledge and skills is not only a strength but a weakness. Conversely, such broad 

education failed to provide pre-service teachers with highly qualified knowledge and expertise, 

and the absence of such professional knowledge and skill sets has often led staff to disturb 

appropriate interactions with children, to digress from their own teaching, and even to lower 

their teaching ability as well as teaching efficacy.

Still, there is a need to think beyond curriculum dichotomies and consolidate the “added 

value” of individual approaches. Therefore, teachers' education sharing practical knowledge and 

skills in addition to Nuri curriculum administering a broad variety of knowledge and skills. It 

seems quite evident that Nuri curriculum would achieve far better effects if the Nuri curriculum 

training program offering opportunities to share their lived experiences is provided with 

pre-service and in-service teachers' education. Furthermore, Nuri curriculum will be a 

breakthrough in ECEC if a sense of ethics, reflective thinking, and practical knowledge and skills 

from lived experiences are included in its teacher education. I expect that Nuri curriculum may 

extend the common curriculum to cover ages three and five, aiming at providing a more 

continuous child development process for young children in ECEC.
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KICCE

The Korea Institute of Child Care and Education(KICCE) is a national research 

institute established under the National Research Council for Economics, 

Humanities and Social Sciences(NRCS) of Prime Minister's Office. It carries out 

integrative policy research on early childhood care and education(ECCE) and 

to effectively support national projects on childrearing.
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