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ABSTRACT

Professionalism of directors at kindergartens and

child care centers

Meehwa Lee, Myunglim Chang, Nary Shin, & Moonjeong Kim

The main purpose of this study was to identify current levels of professional
performance and factors influencing professionalism among directors at
kindergartens and child care centers. To achieve these purposes, the level of
professionalism was examined using questionnaires from 737 directors working
with young children at kindergartens and child care centers. The findings of this
study can be summarized as follows:

Regarding the professionalism of directors in early childhood programs, the
scores from directors at child care centers were poorer, compared to those at
kindergartens. While directors considered working conditions and salaries as the
most significant factors affecting their professional performance, directors in both
sectors regarded personal qualities as the most significant. Based on the major
findings from this study, several methods for improving teacher professionalism

were suggested.

key words: professionalism, kindergarten directors, child care center directors
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