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Abstract

Determinants of the Labor Market Participation and
Work Hours of Married Women
- focusing on Child-care Facility Accessibility

Hyomi Choi

In this paper I investigate the effect of the accessibility of child-care facility
on the labor market participation decisions of married women, using data on the
number of child-care facility by region. Using a random effects panel probit
model to identify possible determinants of the decision to participate in labor
market, I find that the number of facility per 100 children of public child-care
facility has a statistically significant positive effect on the participation of
married women with children under age 5. I find that this relationship also holds
in the case of mothers with very young infants (age 2 and less). Meanwhile,
applying Heckman 2-stage estimation to account for sample selection, I find that
the number of both public child-care facility and kindergarten has a statistically
significant positive effect on working hours of married women. These results
imply that just quantitative expansion of child care services do not lead married
women to participate into labor market. Therefore, improving the quality of
child-care - such as through more public facility - is more effective in

promoting participation.

Key words: labor market participation of married women, child-care facility

accessibility, effect of public child—care facilities.
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