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ABSTRACT

Mothers’ Perceptions of Their Preschool Children’s
Smartphone Use

Lee, Won Seok Sung, Young Hwa

This study examined mothers’ perceptions of their children’s smartphone
usage at home. Two hundred and fifty two mothers of young children
attending kindergartens and day care centers were selected as the research
subjects, the research was conducted in Seoul Metropolitan City and
Gyeonggio—do areas.

The research results were as follows: First, the research examined
responding mothers’ perceptions towards their children’s smartphone usage.
Preschool children primarily used smartphone under parents’ guidance. Also,
preschool children used smartphone 1-2 times a week, especially on
weekends. Their smartphone usage was often within 30 minutes. The
reason why preschool children used smartphone was because of fun, mostly
playing games. Second, the research investigated how the mothers took
part in their children’s smartphone use. Most responses showed that they
were passive to find other activities to replace smartphone use for their
children. Most of them were not aware of children’'s popular websites.
However, the mothers were well acquired of smartphone applications, often
offering their children supports when needed. Third, the research examined
mothers’ perceptions of needs of their children’'s smartphone use. Many
mothers believed that their children did not need smartphone. Some believed

that smartphone was useful for their children’s educational aspects while
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some responded that smartphone was not useful because of electronic
waves and visual impairment. In addition, the respondents believed that
preschool children should receive education to keep promise with parent

when smartphone usage.

Key words: preschool children, smartphone usage, mother perception
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