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Abstract

A Study on the Use and the Cost of Child Care

Services in Families with Working Mothers

Eunseol Kim

This paper intended to show how Korean working mothers in various statuses,
income levels, and degree of working hours are caring for their young children
by re-analyzing the data of the '2009 Korean Child Care Study’. The subjects
were 806 families with working mothers and young children aged five and under.

According to the results of data analysis, mothers who have higher income
and higher positions in their workplace show lower satisfaction with the national
policies on child care and with the service of child care centers, than mothers
with lower income and lower positions. High-income mothers demand that public
child care centers are more available built and more various services are offered,
while low-income mothers ask for more financial support such as child care
fees, benefit, and subsidies. Mothers whose working hour is longer and position
i1s lower are likely to use child care centers more than kindergartens and show
less satisfaction with the facilities and equipments of the centers. The fee for
the child care service is 216,000 won a month, 7.1% of the family’s monthly
income. Eighteen percentage of the working mothers go to work on weekends.

Based on the results, three suggestions were made for policymaking: a) the
government loosen the regulation of child care service fee that is unified at present,
; b) mother’s child rearing at home, especially in low income families during the
infancy, be encouraged and supported; and c) weekends and night services be more

provided with tourism and small business-related working mothers.

Key words: working mothers, characteristics of jobs, using child care service,

child care service fee
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