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Abstract

The Relationship among Pre-Service Kindergarten
Teachers’ Sensitivity, Understanding, and Attitude
toward Multicultural Education

Jeong Mi-Seon Moon Ehun Shik

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between sensitivity,
understanding, and attitude toward multicultural education in pre-service kindergarten
teachers. The tests of Intercultural Sensitivity, Multicultural Education Understanding,
and Attitude toward Multicultural Education were administered to 297 undergraduate
female students who were majoring in early childhood education from three different
universities in Pusan city, Gangwon and Chungnam province, Korea. The statistical
methods used for data analysis were correlation and multiple regression analysis. The
results of the study were as follows: First, pre-service Kkindergarten teachers’
multicultural sensitivity was correlated positively with the understanding of
multicultural education(r=.33, p<.01). Second, their multicultural sensitivity was
correlated positively with the attitude toward multicultural education(r=53, p<.01).
Third, their multicultural understanding was associated positively with the attitude
toward multicultural education(r=.49, p<.0l). Finally, for the relative influential power
of their multicultural sensitivity and understanding on the attitude toward multicultural
education, the most contributive variable to their attitude was the respect for cultural
differences(3=.36), the next contributive variable was multicultural comprehension(f3
=.30), and the enjoyment of multicultural interaction(=.21) followed.

Key words: multicultural sensitivity, understanding of multicultural education, attitude

toward multicultural education, pre-service kindergarten teachers
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