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(E12) 7Alel mAtY 5 Sgl& X2| o F
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AAE=T =] HlE
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ME Ry
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Abstract

Working Conditions of Kindergarten Teachers and

Suggestions for Improvement

Eunyoung Kim and Hyeju Cho

The purpose of this research was to investigate current working conditions and
welfare status of kindergarten teachers and to provide suggestions for improvement.
Online survey was conducted and data from the total of 771 respondents was analyzed.

Finding are as follows:

(1) On average kindergarten teachers work 457 hours a week, which is 5.7 hours
longer than the 40 working hours set by law; (2) Teachers take only 9 hours to
prepare their classes. They work 1.4 hours on weekends in a month, usually working
on Saturdays than Sundays; (3) About one fifth (19.1%) of respondents did not take
vacation, not even once in 2012; (4) On average teachers took 10 days of leave in
2012, and 51.7% of respondents reported that substitute teachers were hired when they
took a leave;, and (5) When it comes to their working environment, 58.3% of
respondents reported having an exclusive space for teachers, 51.5% for a separated
teacher’s room, 70.7% for a teacher’'s seat in a classroom, 3.8% for a separate rest area
for teachers, 76.8% for teacher's toilet, and 75.6% for personal desktop computer, which
is essential for their teaching work.

Under these circumstances, teachers expressed their need to have an increased
wage most, followed by less hours of extra work, low teacher—child ratio, and
hiring of support staff. Based on the findings, policy recommendations such as
cutting back on working hours and workload, ensuring vacations and career
break, and setting out guidelines for facility equipment and follow—up support
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plan were made.

Key words: Kkindergarten teachers, working conditions, work environment,

teachers’ needs.
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