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Abstract

Text Network Analysis of National Kindergarten
Curriculum Focusing on Play
:From the 1st National Kindergarten Curriculum to

Nuri Curriculum

Seonhye Park and Eunhye Park

This study aims to find a changing process of national kindergarten curriculum,
which is based on teacher’s literacy, focusing on ‘play’. The text network analysis is
used to find out historical consideration on how ‘play’ is considered in the curriculum
from the 1st national kindergarten curriculum to current Nuri curriculum.

The findings of the study are as follows. First, the most important word appeared
with ‘play’ in the national kindergarten curriculum was ‘activity’. It is different from
the previous meaning of play in kindergarten curriculum, which was closely connected
with keywords such as development, learning, or interest. The Study found that
important words that explain ‘paly’ were ‘health’, ‘dramatic play’, and ‘regulation’ in
the 1st national kindergarten curriculum; ‘learning’ and ‘activity’ in the 2nd curriculum;
‘creativity’ in the 3rd curriculum; and ‘development’ and ‘activity’ in the 4th curriculum.
Also, words such as ‘activity’, ‘instrument’ and ‘play materials’ in the 5th curriculum;
‘activity’, ‘dramatic play’, and ‘children’ in the 6th curriculum; ‘activity’ and ‘children’
in the revised curriculum of 2007; and ‘expression’, ‘experience’, and ‘dramatic play’
in current Nuri curriculum turned out to be the most significant words that describe
play. The implication of this study is that it i1s important to provide teachers with
trainings to Integrate play into kindergarten curriculum based on principles and
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strategies, rather than a list of activities.

Key words: national kindergarten curriculum, play, text network analysis
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