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Abstract

The Mediating Effects of School Adaptation between
Monthly Age of Entry to Elementary School and

Academic Achievement: Focusing on Gender Differences

Hyosik Choi, Eun Mo Yeon, Namhee Kim

We aimed to identify mediating effects of school adaption between a monthly
age at elementary school entry and students’ academic achievement and to find
gender differences of relationships in between. Our analysis is based on 2071
2nd grade students who participated to a second year of longitudinal cohort
survey from the National Youth Policy Institute in Korea. Results revealed that
a monthly age of entry to elementary school, itself, was not a good predictor of
students’ academic achievement. In other words, younger 1st grades showed as
much as good progress what older 1st graders made. However, a monthly age
of entry to elementary school presented positive influences on academic
achievement through the mediating effects of school adaptation and their
relationships showed a significant gender differences. Findings and practical
implications were discussed regard to the relationships between students’

monthly age of entry to elementary school and school life.

Key words: monthly age of entry to elementary school, academic achievement,

school adaptation
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