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Abstract

Effects of Entry Age of Childcare Institutions and
Hours of Usage Per Day on the Play Disturbance

Behavior

Kyunghee Oh, Eunkyung Na and Ueihyang Park

This study examines the relationship between the infant's use of support
center for infant childcare and sub-variables of behavior problem. Specifically,
we analyze how time spending at the center (e., first day of the usage and
hours of usage per day) affects the infant child’'s play disturbance behavior and
see how gender can moderate this relationship.

First, we find that the earlier the usage of the support center, the higher
infant child’s play disturbance behavior. In addition, longer hours of usage during
a day implies more disturbance behavior of child. In particular, male child shows
significantly higher level of the disturbance behavior compared with the female
child.

Second, the effect of hours of usage are stronger than that of starting day of
usage of both total children and male children.

Third, for the case of total children and male children, earlier the first day of
usage results in the higher level of play disturbance behavior. Longer hours of
the usage per day also presents the same results.

Lastly, hours of the usage per day rather than the first day of the usage play
significant role for distinguishing children with the high level of disturbance

behavior from the ones with the low level among total children and the males.
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Based on the results following suggestions were presented. We urge to reflect
whether the present direction of infant child care supporting policy is really
appropriate. In addition it is asserted that multifaceted approaches about infants'

long—term stay in institution are needed.

Key words: Support Center for Infant Childcare, starting day of the usage, hours
of the usage a day, infant child’'s Play Disturbance Behavior
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