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Abstract

A Study on the Recognition and Using of Childcare
and Education Services: Focusing on Equity in
Utilization Opportunities

Jeongwon Lee, Joo—Young Jung, Hyomi Choi, Jinmi Kim

This research aims at examining ways in which households with infants and
young children use ECCE services, focusing on equity in utilization opportunities.
1,250 households with infants and young children participated in the survey. The
major results of this research are as follows. Regional deviations exist in terms
of supply of ECCE services. In addition, ECCE infrastructure and household
income are major factors affecting the use of ECCE services. This research
suggests following policy implications for the improvement of equity in using
ECCE services. 1) Establishing of a supply-demand plan of kindergartens and
childcare centers by ages and regions is necessary. 2) Public kindergartens and
childcare centers require continuous expansions 3) There is a need that
developing and providing customized services that satisfy the needs of service
users. 4) There should be strengthening establishment standards of childcare

centers so that they can guarantee certain level of quality from the beginning.

Key words: Childcare and education services, equity in utilization opportunities,

consumer demand
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