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Abstract

Prerequisites for Integrating Early Childhood

Education and Childcare in Korea

Eun-Young, Choi

Discussions on integrating early childhood education and child care in Korea
have been recently activated, with a expanding functional characteristics that
kindergartens and child care centers commonly shared. Previous cases of OECD
countries on integrating practices were reported, and the discussion of the
integration was restarted. In Korea, ‘5 years old Nuri curriculum’ was performed
in 2012, and expanded to ‘3-5 years old Nuri curriculum’ in 2013. This can be
considered as the first start for the integration of early childhood education and
child care in Korea. In addition, national office focusing on integrating early
childhood education and child care has started its services since February in
2014, under the Prime Minister's Office. However, early childhood education and
child care stockholders are still have different opinions about integration.
Therefore, this study examines the concept of early childhood education and child
care in Korea, and reviewed the overseas integration cases with reconsidering the
necessity of integrating early childhood education and child care. This study
hopes to contribute to a sincere discussion of the prerequisites for the integration

and lead to promote the early childhood and child care services in Korea.

Key words: early childhood education, child care, integration of early childhood

education and childcare
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