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Abstract

Interpretation of the Metaphors of Early Childhood

Teachers on the Nuri Curriculum

Na Jung and Jo Junoh

The purpose of this study was to examine the metaphors of early childhood
teachers, who provided teaching in accordance with the Nuri curriculum, about the
curriculum in an attempt to determine their awareness of the national curriculum
and the relationship between their metaphors and the types of curriculum. The
subjects in this study were 197 selected teachers who worked in kindergartens and
childcare centers in Seoul, Gyeonggi province, Busan and South Gyeongsang
province. A metaphor analysis was made after their metaphors of the Nuri
curriculum were gathered. As a result, compass(57 teachers, 28.9%) was identified
as the largest metaphorical category about the curriculum, followed by textbook(55,
27.9%), integration(21, 10.7%), nutrition(16, 8.1%), framework(16, 8.1%), equality(16,
8.1%), play(nine, 4.6%), basics(four, 2.0%) and study(three, 1.5%). When the nine
metaphorical types were analyzed based on the perspectives of curriculum, the
traditionalistic perspective was most dominant(159 teachers, 80.7%), followed by
reconceptualistic perspective(22, 11.2%) and a combined perspective of conceptualism
and empiricism(16, 8.1%). Given the findings of the study, what should be done to
ensure successful early childhood education policy setting was suggested, which
included the right direction for kindergarten curriculum development and training for

early childhood teachers.

Keywords: early childhood teacher, the Nuri curriculum, metaphor
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