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Abstract

The Status and Challenges of
Deobul-eokium(Public-type) Kindergartens in Seoul

So Min Park, Ju Young Lee and Jeong Wuk Lee

This study examines the status and issues of public kindergartens that are
operated by the Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education, and proposes future
policy tasks. To this end, in-depth interviews were conducted with the heads
of four public kindergarten institutions, a principal, a teacher, the head of an
administrative department, and the Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education's
chief officer. The results show that most of the public kindergartens had
financial difficulties due to the small number of children. The public
kindergartens policy contributed to securing the publicity of private kindergartens
through changes in the financial support of the Office of Education, improvement
of the quality of the curriculum, and systematic operation of kindergartens.
However, the temperature difference for pre-corporation preschools, the
identity of after-school teachers, and the uncertain future after the conclusion
of the agreement were issues of concern. While the public kindergartens policy
is clearly a way to strengthen publicness, it suggests that more specific policy

improvement measures are needed to activate and maintain it.

Keywords: Deobul-eokium(public-type) kindergarten, private kindergarten,

publicness
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