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Jeong-won Lee
Namhee Do

Se Hyun Kim
Jihye Na

Typically, children under 36 months are considered to be better raised at home. This study aimed to
analyze the case of parents who provide day care to their children, and determine the type of support
system they need.

In particular, this study separated home day care into three categories according to the identity of the
‘primary caregiver’ and compared the conditions of home care and the associated needs of families
belonging to the three categories.

"The data were collected from participants in all regions nationwide, except Jeju. A total of 1,000 survey
cases and 14 in-depth interview cases were collected and analyzed.

'The main results of this study were as follows:

First, families raising their children at home were typically nuclear families with an average of 3.7 people per
household. Fathers were mostly employed, whereas the mothers’ employment rate was only 26.6 percent.
Second, these families revealed that they employed a different parenting style depending on the child’s
age. Parents with a child under 24 months old reported that home care is the most desirable way to
raise a child. The desire for home day care decreases as children get older. Most of the parents claimed
that the appropriate age for a child to start center-based day care is 33 months.

'Third, among the home care families, the person who acts as ‘primary caregiver’ differs according to
the size of a region, family income, and mother’s characteristics. Generally, data concerning parents
who provide home care for their children revealed that there was a low employment rate among
mothers. However, in the case of a babysitter or a relative other than the mother taking on the role of
primary caregiver, mothers were employed.

Fourth, families who chose to provide home care were satisfied with their parenting style. In the case
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of hiring a babysitter, mothers find balancing work and family easier. Fifth, regardless of their par-
enting type, there was a consensus among parents that they required ‘financial support’, specifically,
child-rearing support. However, data showed that when parents take care of children on their own,
the need for short-term day care service and parenting information is high. When a relative plays a
role as primary caregiver, data revealed that the demand for health care service is high, due to its
potential to decrease the primary caregiver’s level of stress and improve their health. In the case of
families who employed a babysitter to play the role of primary caregiver, the demand for a quality
management system for babysitting was high.

Based on the results of this study, recommendations were made according to the following basic
principles: ‘ensure diversity and selectivity in child-rearing’, ‘prevent a contradiction between the parent
supporting system and the mother’s participation in economic activities’, ‘strengthen parenting
abilities’, ‘increase childbirth rate by supporting parents’ and ‘provide a customized support system
according to the existing parenting type’.

'The following recommendations for future policy have been made on the basis of the results of the
research: ‘the establishment of differentiated child allowance levels according to the total income level
of the family’, ‘set limitations as to the use of child allowance’, an expansion of the term of parental
leave’, ‘permission for both parents to receive wages during parental leave’, and ‘the establishment of a
credible organization that can assign babysitters who are able to provide a high level of care and can

provide an allowance to pay for the provision of that care’.
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Korean In 2012, the Korean government adopted the new ECEC integrated curriculum, Nuri for
age 5 whose object is to provide a universal experience of care and education for free for 5 year old
children in childcare centers and kindergartens(namely, ECEC institutes). The purpose of this study
is to investigate whether Nuri for age 5 is being operated properly in ECEC sites and whether teachers
and directors are encountering any obstacles in managing the new curriculum. In addition, we
suggested some ideas for improving the curriculum.

Nuri for age 5 has been implemented by about 8,400 kindergartens and 11,000 childcare centers.
7,822 teachers and directors in ECEC institutes participated in our survey. According to the results,
75.5% of the institutes offer classes involving only five-year-olds and 37% have mixed-age classes.
Data showed that teachers running mixed-age classes seem to need support to help them manage
the age-oriented new curriculum appropriately; teachers think the teaching guides and materials
are useful: the curriculum is utilized for 3-5 hours a day as part of the daily program; As a resul,
teachers feel a greater burden in relation to their teaching plans, in comparison to previous years.
Based on the results of this study, the following recommendations have been made as regards future
tasks: a) to provide teachers in mixed-age classes with concrete teaching guides for each age-group
and with assistants for teaching, b) to supply the integrated teaching guide for both kindergartens and
childcare centers, c) to make the managers and teachers aware of the importance of evaluation based
on the successfulness of the implementation of Nuri, and d) to provide special support for teach-
ers in rural regions who have limited access to the available support systems for teaching the new cur-

riculum, etc.

2012 KICCE PROJECT REPORT ABSTRACTS 3 7

——

Yun Jin Lee
Jeong-won Lee
Moonjeong Kim

'The study proposed a plan for policy improvement of the Nuri Curriculum for age 5, which was
implemented for the first time this year. The major findings of this study involved 1,605 parents who
have 5 year old children and, use kindergartens and childcare centers(the number of kindergarten
users: 1,015, the number of childcare center users: 590) across the whole country(except Jeju Island).
According to the sampling, the number of people whose children attend the same institution as they
did last year is 1,079(67.3%), the number of people whose children attend a different institution from
the one they attended last year is 383(23.9%), while 143(8.9%) were parents of children attending an
institution for the first time. 94.5% of all respondents were aware of the Nuri Curriculum for
age 5, and December, 2011-January 2012 was the period in which 36.7% of people found out about
the Nuri Curriculum, and this was the highest proportion. Also, 49.9% of people learned about the
institution through ‘word of mouth’ and this was the highest ratio. The monthly mean cost of using
kindergartens and childcare centers decreased by 90,000 won before and after the implementation of
the Nuri Curriculum age 5(Prior to the Nuri Curriculum the monthly mean cost was 200,000 and
afterwards it was 110,000 won). The cost of attending national kindergartens was 43,000 won, which
was the cheapest, while the cost of attending private kindergartens was 163,000 won, which was the
most expensive.

88.4% of people approved of the Nuri Curriculum for age 5 and 94.9% of people responded that the
curriculum has a positive impact on their household finances because it adds 200,000 won to their
budget every month. However, the overall costs of the various types of extracurricular education have
increased since last year. Moreover, households in metropolitan areas and households which receive

a large income(more than 5,000,000 won per a month) often used the allowance, 200,000 won, for
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their children’s extracurricular education.

In terms of policy changes which participants hope will be implemented in the future, parents living
in metropolitan areas stated that they would like to see an expansion of public institutions, while
parents in small and medium-sized cities and rural areas reported that a reduction of the tuition fees
of private institutions would be of most benefit to them. In addition, since many households that
receive large incomes used the allowance of 200,000 won for extracurricular education, a differentiated

policy based on the region in which recipients live and their household income is now required.
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of the Nuri Curriculum for Jongil. Yuh
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age 5: The Development of the Myoung Soon Kim

Kyung-Ok Lee

Child Assessment Scale Wan Jeong Lee

Jeongwuk Lee
[l Sun Choi
Hye-Yeong Choi

'The study aimed to develop the child assessment scale for the Nuri Curriculum for 5 year-olds. The
Nuri Curriculum has been developed as a common curriculum for all 5-year-olds, and is currently
being expanded to include 3- and 4-year-olds. The curriculum sets goals, contents, and standards across
5 domains comprising physical activities and health, communication, social relationships, art
experiences, and nature. The child assessment for the Nuri Curriculum was designed to: (1) ensure
the child’s progress through the Nuri Curriculum; (2) improve teaching methods; (3) promote
communication between parents and teachers; and (4) provide parents with systematic information
to enhance their understanding of child development. The curriculum-based assessment was developed
through a consortium including the Korean Institute of Childcare and Education, the Korean Society
for Early Childhood Education, and the Korean Association of Child Studies. Information gathered
from advisory meetings with experts and service providers was also used to refine the methods of
assessment. The effectiveness of the curriculum was assessed based on the children’s performance in
the context of the broad range of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that children are thought to gain
through the Nuri Curriculum. The measure, containing 68 items across 59 contents, was given to 494
teachers who implemented the curriculum in childcare centers or kindergartens. Overall, the findings
supported that the child assessment can be used as a reliable and valid measure to evaluate the
effectiveness of the curriculum for five-year-olds. The limitations of the study, utilization of the scale,

and suggestions for future research were also discussed.




Korea Institute of Child Care and Education 4 0

— —
Curriculum Articulation Myuing-Lim Chang
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School & the Nuri Curriculum
for ages 3and 4

'This study aims to develop strategies for better transition from 5 year olds to elementary school by
enhancing the degree of curriculum articulation between the Nuri Curriculum for age 5 and
Elementary school & the Nuri Curriculum for ages 3 and 4. For the research, literature review, analysis
on continuity and sequence of national curriculums, and classroom observation, interviews with
teachers at kindergartens, childcare centers, and elementary schools were mainly used.

The research results were reviewed by experts to increase the credibility on comparison of national
curriculums and to find appropriate policy proposals. The results in details are as follows:

(1) According to the comparison between the Nuri Curriculum of age 5 and elementary school
curriculum, the general framework for curriculum were very similar in its educational direction
both curricula emphasized creativity. A more detailed analysis revealed that the Nuri Curriculum
contents for age 5 except 42 out of 137 items had a linkage with elementary school curriculum.
The domain, Physical activities and Health were found to be relatively less connected.

(2) Classroom observation and interviews with teachers showed that teaching material for both
curricula were fundamentally similar. However, there were differences in terms of daily routine,
classroom environments, and activities. While elementary school lessons were divided by hourly
classes, the Nuri Curriculum were based on children’s free choice, large group conversation with
teachers, and small group activities.

(3) For better transition, elementary school teachers suggested that pre-primary education should
be focused on basic life habits, character education, and sociality. Also, teachers at kindergartens,
childcare centers, and elementary schools pointed out the need of mutual understanding of

different curriculum, reciprocal visiting, and pre/in-service teacher education.
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Lastly, policy recommendations are summarized to three categories; Forming and operating a joint
committee for developing curriculum, Encouraging teachers to have more interaction among teachers
and to participate in pre/in-service teacher education about mutual curriculum, Equalizing the quality

of education in the field of early childhood education.
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'This study was designed to obtain national data on the current facts and trends of child-rearing in
Korea. It is expected research in related fields to be promoted and childcare and education polices of
the nation to be made and improved, based on the PSKC data. The report is consisted of two parts:
the first part describes how the PSKC 2012 annual study was conducted and the second part presents
the results of the PSKC 2011 data and the longitudinal data of the 4 years.

For the PSKC 2012 annual study, the 5th year survey, an individual creativity test was performed to
each panel child as well as CBCL and HOME test through computer assisted personal
interview(CAPI). The 4th year data was collected with a nationally representative sample of 1,754
panels in 2011.The data was also obtained being computer assisted personal interviews, questionnaires
from parents by mail or in person, and questionnaires from teachers via web-mail.

'The data were analyzed according to six topics: the general characteristics of participating panels, child
development, parenting, childcare services, types of childcare/education, and childcare policies. The
results are as follows:

1) General characteristics of participating panels: The average monthly income of households was
5,330,100 won, while the average monthly expenses were 3,138,100 won. The employment rate of
mothers increased every year with 29.2% in the first year, 31.3% in the second year, 32.9% in the third
year, and 38.5% in the fourth year. 2) Characteristics of child development: The children weighed
4.78kg, and were 96.87cm tall on the average. The activity that the children did most during a day
was TV/video watching, followed by reading and attending at a day care or preschool. Analysis of
Receptive Expressive Vocabulary Test has found that the receptive vocabulary proficiency was higher
than the expressive vocabulary proficiency; 80.2% and 70.4% of the children were within the normal
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range at the receptive and expressive vocabulary proficiency, respectively. 3) Characteristics of par-
enting: 20.2% of the participating panels had an additional birth plan; 72.7% didn’t have; and 7.2%
didn’t know. About 60% of the mothers and fathers didn’t show any preference over the sex of their
children. Mothers responded that the husbands took part in child-rearing for 1.56 hours during the
weekdays and 4.86 hours during the weekends on the average, while they did 5.12 hours and 9.02
hours, respectively. Over the four years, the husbands intended to satisfy with their marriage more
than the mothers. 4) Characteristics of childcare services: During the daytime, 90.8% of the panel
children attended a day care center, 2% got a personal care service, 1.7% went to a kindergarten, and
1.4% used a cram school. Almost 70% of the institutions offered an extra curriculum with the English
program most. 5) Characteristics of types of childcare/education: Most of the children preferred the
block and pretend-play area most at a day care center or kindergarten. The parent mainly participated
in parental guidance for child development and child activity-related programs.

6) Characteristics of childcare policies: Regarding balance between work and family, about 30% of
mothers choose maternity leave, while as 26% of fathers did aid for childcare expenses. One hundred
ninety-nine households have received a support service from a government. The households
used regular physical check-ups for infants and young children most. Over the years, as the need for
maternity leave has decreased, the needs for childcare leave and aid for childcare expenses have in-

creased.
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An Investigation of the Edited by Eunseol Kim

Panel Study on Korean Children

'The purposes of this research are to prove the academic significance of the Panel Study on Korean
Children(PSKC), suggest implications for developing policies, inform scholars in the related fields of
the findings of the PSKC, and check the utility of the data from the third wave by analyzing the PSKC
data through in-depth studies.

This research report includes four independent studies, each having a different theme. The first
study explored the effects of trait, sleeping hours, and mothers’style of parenting on young children’s
development.

'The second examined the state of language development in 3 year old children and explored the
estimate variables by investigating young children’s personal characteristics, daily activities, and everyday
life.

'The third analyzed the factors involved in the decision-making of couples who choose to have a second
child and couples who have not a second child even though they both intended to have more babies
after the birth of the first child.

'The purpose of the final study was to compare the mothers’ and fathers’ perception of childbirth and
parenting and explore the effects of different parenting styles on child-rearing.
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