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lowance). Total amount of this support for private teachers ranged from 460,000 to 510,000
won (about $460-510), which varied by provinces/municipalities.

- Educational activities (support for institutions): Support items included labor expenses (for
support staff), teaching materials and instruments, educational program operation, kinder-
garten assessment, reading education, specialized program operation, and ECEC collabora-
tive network.

- Administration and Educational Environment: For the improvement of program operation
and educational environment, more than 140 billion won a year (about $140 million) was
provided to public kindergartens, and for 20 billion won (about $20 million) to private kinder-

gartens .

+ Funding was allocated to the following three areas: childcare, human resources, and facility im-
provement

- Child care: Support items included infant/toddler care expense (age 0-2), tuition for childcare
centers (for children ages 3-5), childcare fee (tiered support) for extended care or children
from low income families, and afterschool activities for elementary school students who use
child care services.

- Human resources: Support items included funding to institutions and to individual teachers.
Institutions (e.g., public/non-profit childcare centers and infant/toddler care facilities) re-
ceived general labor cost support for teachers. Individual teachers received Nuri Curriculum
teacher allowance (300,000 won, about $300), infant/toddler care staff allowance (100,000
won, about $100), working condition improvement allowance (120,000 won, about $120),
and long-term service allowance (30,000-50,000 won, about $30-50) in some regions.

- Facility improvement: Support items included construction and maintenance fee for
public/non-profit facilities (300,000 won, about $300), equipment and book purchase, and
heating and cooling cost. For private childcare centers, public-funded centers received support
for its operating cost (8,750,000 won, about $8,750); facilities that passed evaluation approval
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received environment improvement cost support. Private facilities received support for teach-
ing materials and instruments (500,000-1,200,000 won, about $500-$1,200), and facilities
in rural areas received support for vehicle operation. Since 2012, Nuri Curriculum support

has been provided (70,000 won per a child).

+ Budget: While support for kindergartens focus on educational activities, support for childcare
centers focused on functional operation of the programs

+ Payment methods of wages: Public kindergartens and public childcare centers use different
methods of payment when paying wages. While 100% of wages of public kindergarten teachers
are supported by government (i.e., National Treasury), only 30-80% of wages of public childcare
center teachers are supported by central and local governments, and the rest was covered using
childcare center operating costs.

+ Lunch and snack fees: Childcare center tuition covers lunch and snacks as well as all other full-
day care services provided by childcare centers, whereas kindergarten tuition does not.

+ Wages of support staffs: Almost the same amounts of subsidies were provided to kindergartens
regardless of auspices, whereas limited supports were provided to childcare centers in some

provinces, mainly focusing on supporting government-funded centers.

« Focus on improving the quality of childcare centers by clearly identifying specific support items
(e.g., target areas that need improvement and attention)

« Strengthen the wage subsidies for support staffs to enhance quality of childcare.

« Support 100% of the wages of public childcare center teachers to stabilize the operation of child-
care centers so that they can focus on the quality and content of childcare, rather than putting

efforts in securing labor cost.
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+ Increase the amount of teacher allowance for private and home childcare centers so that it aligns
with that of kindergartens, especially for the teachers whose educational qualifications are equiv-
alent to those of public kindergarten teachers and who implement the same national common
curriculum (i.e., Nuri Curriculum).

+ Maintain consistency in terms of supporting lunch and snack fees for kindergartens and child-
care centers: currently, lunch and snack fees are excluded from kindergarten tuition supports.

* Research on the level of government supports for various types of services (e.g., afterschool pro-

grams) provided through ECEC programs and conduct comprehensive assessments.
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Hae-mi Yoo
Jeong-won Lee
Sewon Lee

+ With the implementation of free childcare policy, a higher demand for childcare centers and
extensive waiting list for childcare service are expected. Under the circumstance, the families
with actual demands would have difficulty in using childcare centers. The main purpose of this
study was to provide adjusted guidelines for enrollment priority by investigating the level of
child care demands by each household type.

Data was collected from literature review; statistics on Korean families, and a parent survey. Lit-
erature was reviewed on waiting list of childcare centers and their regulations. Laws and policies
on childcare support were also examined with foreign case studies. Raw data on economically
active population from Statistics Korea and household analysis by types of work were re-ana-
lyzed. A survey completed by parents with young children ages 0-5 (n=1,000) was analyzed to

examine their childcare context and needs.

About two thirds of parent respondents said they had an experience of being on the waiting list
to enroll their children in childcare centers (65.4%). The majority of them were living in large
cities (74.7%); and most of them waited to register for public/government-funded childcare
centers (68.3%).

+ Except for adoptees, children of working parents accounted for the highest percentage (75.3%)
of those who were on the waiting list, followed by children from parents with disability (68.8%),
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and children from parents with illness (66.7%). - Option 2. Limit the top priority groups to the following: children with working parents, chil-
+ Average number of institutions they are waiting for is 4.7 for children cared for by family mem- dren from low-income single parent, children living in child welfare facilities, and basic liveli-
bers, and 4.1 for children with working parents. hood security recipients.

- Other options: Establish parents’working hour limit. Children get priority only when their
parents work at least 15 hours or 3 days a week or more. Additionally, children of parents

« When asked about their necessity of enrollment priority (using a 5-point scale), families re- with illness and children cared by family members get top priority.
sponded the following: children of parents with disabilities (4.53), children of parents with illness - Also, regional measures need to be considered. For large cities, top priority can be given to
(4.39), children of low-income single parent (4.37), children living in child welfare facilities children with working parents, children of parents with illness, and children living in child
(4.19), basic livelihood security recipients (4.08), and children cared for by family members welfare facilities. For other regions, give priority to children who have two or more siblings
(4.05). Children of working parents showed 4.03 points, similar to those living with grandpar- and multicultural backgrounds.
ents.

* Respondents indicated, children of parents with disabilities (89.7%), children of parents with
illness (86.5%), and children of low-income single parent (83.2%) need to be prioritized in child-

care center enrollment

« To improve the efficacy of national expenditure on young children, this study recommends ad-
justed guidelines for enrollment priority reflecting actual child-care demands. The following
considerations are suggested:

- Option 1. Give priority to all children with working parents, then give weighted priority
points to the following groups of children in the order of: A) children with low-income single
parent and basic livelihood security recipients, B) children from second lowest income class
families, and children living with grandparents, and C) children who have two or more sib-
lings and multicultural families.
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Mi Kyung Kwon
Yun-Jin Lee
Jayeon Koo

+ With the implementation of the Nuri Curriculum (national common curriculum for children
ages 3-5) many parents were in need of policy communication channel to be informed of the
benefits of Nuri Curriculum. In response, Korean government has been trying to find a more
effective way to provide relevant information and materials to families.

* An e-book for families was developed to be posted on “i-sarang” website (a child care portal
website). The development of this e-book was to introduce the purpose and content of Nuri

Curriculum, and to help families to apply the curriculum to childcare activities at home.

+ The survey was designed to investigate the parents’ awareness on childcare center’s operation of
Nuri Curriculum for Age 3 to 5. Parents with young children (ages 3 to 5) participated in the
survey (n=900, 300 parents from each age group). The survey asked about parents’understanding
of the content of Nuri Curriculum and their understanding of Nuri Curriculum as a childcare

system (e.g., to ensure free education and care for all preschoolers).

+ The purpose, structure, and content of Nuri Curriculum for Age 3 to 5 were analyzed based on
press release, and related notifications.

+ How the “Nuri Curriculum for Ages 3-5”is applied in childcare centers was examined

+ The E-book consisted of the following: An overview of Nuri Curriculum, domains of Nuri Cur-
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riculum, implementation of Nuri Curriculum, connectivity of Nuri Curriculum, amount of sup-
port for Nuri Curriculum for each age group (as it is also linked to a free early education and
care policy), how to apply for child care allowance, frequently asked questions, and child care
tips.

+ The final draft of manuscript was designed in the form of an e-book. The e-book was uploaded

to “i-sarang childcare portal”, Korea’s online childcare portal.

+ Diversify the information channel to communicate well with parents of young children.
« Establish an exclusive communication channel for Nuri Curriculum, such as EBS (Korea’s ed-

ucation channel) or education-specific cable channel
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Yun-Jin Lee
Mi Kyung Kwon
Minkyoung Ha

+ Along with the amendment of the “Guidelines for Preparing and Managing Student Records
in Kindergartens” in 2013, student records in kindergartens have now become a part of public
records. The purpose of this research was to promote effective use of student records in kinder-
gartens by examining current status of documenting, managing, and utilizing the student records

and by identifying the needs of teachers.

+ Data was collected from a literature review, survey, and advisory committee meetings. A national
sample of kindergarten teachers (n=406) participated in the survey (201 teachers in public
kindergartens and 205 in private kindergartens).

+ A guidebook for preparing Kindergarten Student Records was developed and distributed to all
kindergartens in the nation to improve accessibility and efficiency.

+ Within the guidebook, examples of student records were presented by each age group and by
situations considering developmental stages of children (which was reported as the most chal-

lenging aspect in preparing student records).

» While Kindergarten Student Records should be created and managed through an electronic
record production system, about one in 10 public kindergartens (9.5%) and about one third of

private kindergartens (29.8%) were not equipped with an electronic portal system.
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* In public/government-funded kindergartens, about 80% of regular documents are processed
electronically, but only 50% for student records. In case of private kindergartens the rates were
about 40% and 36.6%, respectively.

« About three quarters of respondents reported that they did not send kindergarten student records
to elementary schools (74.4%); it was because elementary schools didn’t request it (65.5%) or
because it was not customary to do so (28.8%). About three quarters of respondents reported
that they did not send kindergarten student records to parents (73.3%).

« When a child transfers to another kindergarten (or institution), only about 40% of teachers re-
ported that they send student records to the institution. There was a significant difference in
this practice between public and private kindergarten teachers (57% and 27%, respectively).

+ Develop and disseminate guidelines for management of student records in kindergartens

« Offer workshops for kindergarten directors and teachers to effectively manage and utilize kinder-
garten student records

+ Encourage and support all kindergartens to install and utilize electronic task management sys-
tem

+ Provide parent education or send parent newsletters to inform parents of the main features and
importance of kindergarten student records (e.g., parent consent is needed to share student
records with other institutions)

* Revise related laws and regulations to mandate the transfer of kindergarten student records to

other institutions (e.g., other kindergartens and elementary schools).
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Jeongrim Lee
Meehwa Lee
Ja—yeon Koo

+ Currently, childcare centers are allowed to serve a few more children in a class than the maximum
number set by childcare regulations. As the concerns regarding the quality of childcare sector
have increased, there is a growing need for reducing teacher-child ratio and for reinforcing the
class size regulations in childcare centers. The purpose of this study was to review the adequacy

of teacher-child ratio in childcare centers, and propose the measures to place teachers accord-

ingly.

+ Data was collected from a survey and in-depth interviews on teacher-child ratio and improve-
ment measure for class size issues in childcare. Survey was completed by directors of childcare
centers in Seoul and Gyoung-gi regions (n=148) and teachers serving children ages 3-5 in the
centers (n=286). In-depth interviews were conducted with childcare center directors (n=3) and

teachers (n=5).

* Regarding proper teacher-child ratio by age group, childcare center directors (D) and teachers
(T) responded as follows:
- Age 3 class - 1:12 (D), 1:11 (T)
- Age 4 class - 1:15 (D), 1:14 (T)
- Age 5 class - 1:17 (D), 1:16 (T)

« For all age groups, adequate teacher-child ratio suggested by teachers was lower than the ratio
suggested by directors.
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+ Regarding current status of serving more children than maximum number set by law, directors
of public/government-funded childcare centers tended to support the idea of strictly reinforcing
the class size regulations more strongly than private center directors (43.6% vs. 21.2% for Age
3; 32.7% vs. 21.3% for Age 4; and 30.9% vs. 21.3% for Age 5, respectively).

« All teacher respondents, regardless of auspices, supported the idea of strictly reinforcing class
size regulations.

* Directors and teachers preferred the idea of using teacher aids assigned to a class (rather than
floating teachers) (51.7% and 71.8%, respectively) who can work 3-5 hours a day (49.3% and
70.9%, respectively) all year round (76.7% and 79.1%, respectively).

* Reduce teacher-child ratio to improve the quality of childcare services

* Reinforce the childcare regulations regarding class size and teacher-child ratio

+ Encourage childcare centers to run classes by age groups

+ Effectively utilize additional human resources (e.g., teacher aids, assistants, substitute teachers)
to support childcare teachers, and devise ways to reduce their excessive workload (e.g, team

teaching, 2-shift system).
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Misun Yang
Moon-hee Suh
Jihee Lim

+ Parent involvement in childcare has positive consequences for improving the quality of care
services provided to young children in childcare centers (e.g., nutrition, health, hygiene, and
safety). Parent monitoring system has been introduced in 2013 to use it as a channel for parents
to participate in the operation of childcare centers. The purpose of this study was to examine
the perceptions and needs of field officers who are in charge of operating and supporting parent

monitoring group.

+ Data was collected from a literature review, an e-mail survey, in-depth interviews, and advisory
meetings. E-mail surveys were completed by government officers (n=167) and childcare informa-
tion center staff (n=34) in 16 cities and provinces who are in charge of parent monitoring. In-

depth interviews were conducted with field officers, parent monitors, and childcare center staff.

+ As of June, 2013, more than three quarters of local and municipal governments (76.1%) estab-
lished parent monitoring group.
+ Budget items needed for parent monitoring project:

- Government officials who are in charge of parents monitoring responded that there was a
need to increase allowance (32.3%) to provide training fee (22.2%) for parent monitoring
group.

- Staffs in childcare information centers saw the necessities of increasing training budget, and

increasing the allowance provided to parent monitoring group and to childcare information
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center staffs.
* Need for establishing an efficient parent monitoring system: There was a consensus regarding
the need for an efficient monitoring system (67.7% of government officials and 90% of childcare

information center staffs).

Coherence between reports submitted by parent monitoring group and actual service at childcare
centers: 77.9% of government officials and about half of childcare information center staffs an-

swered that they were coherent.

Impact of parent monitoring: About half of government officials positively expected the impact
of parent monitoring project in terms of improving the reliability of childcare centers; but child-

care information center stafts showed a lower level of expectations than government officials.

Need for improving parent monitoring indicators: 70% of government officials and 90% of

childcare information center staffs agreed on the need.

Strengthen selection criteria for parent monitors and provide continuous training

Add the following budget items when planning for parent monitoring project: pre-operational
training and continuing education, business operating costs, and personnel allowance (e.g., child

care information center staffs)

Increase allowance for parent monitoring group activities

Mandate parent monitoring group to have accident insurance to guarantee their safe activities

Add the following items to the parent monitoring manual: FAQs, parent monitoring group’s

role and monitoring procedure, monitoring report sample or template.

Establish comprehensive management system for efficient operation of parents monitoring proj-

ect.

Revise indicators for parent monitoring of childcare centers: Maintain current 4 areas (nutrition,
health, hygiene, and safety management), but reduce the number of indicators to 13 items and

40 observations
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