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e 3], %(H)
HE iy
T= s oz 32 | o EE = s oz 3% o BEE =
18] 23| ol Yt mx} A= 18] 23| ol Yt mx} A=
K| 401 17.7 4211 3.3 3.5100.0 407)| 32.2 181 49.7 (3.9 3.9(100.0 (422
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ve Abstract

Monitoring and Support Planning of 2019 Revised
Nuri Curriculum( 1)

Eunyoung Kim - Ja Yeun Koo - Hyejin Kim - Kijoo Cha

2020 being the first year to implement the "2019 Revised Nuri
Curriculum" revised under the government's measures to innovate early
childhood education, it is timely to monitor whether children's play and
rest at kindergartens and childcare centers, and teachers’ professional
development are in line with the "child-centered, play-centered,
expansion of teacher autonomy" directivity. In this context, this study
aims to identify various government and local governments' support for
the settlement of the 2019 Revised Nuri Curriculum’, monitor the
perception, application process, and difficulties of kindergarten and
childcare center teaching staff (directors, assistant directors, teachers).

For this purpose, domestic and international literature review, case
studies, and surveys were conducted. Case studies were performed twice
in four kindergartens and four childcare centers (8 directors, 20
teachers, and 31 children). Questionnaire surveys were conducted on
the delivery system n officers, field teaching staff, and parents. The
delivery system officers were 17 scholarship officers from 17 municipal
education offices, and 18 directors from the Central and local Childcare
Support Centers, which support the operation of the curriculum. A total
of 2,000 directors/assistant directors and teachers from 1,000
institutions, 500 each from kindergartens and childcare centers, and
1,000 parents, 500 each from kindergartens and childcare centers were

the participants.
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The research results obtained through the various research methods

are summarized as follows.

Having different delivery systems, kindergartens received support for
implementing the curriculum from municipal education offices while
childcare centers from childcare support centers. According to the
survey of governmental aid, the support projects for kindergartens varied
widely by city and province, while projects for childcare centers were
relatively similar. Delivery system officers for both kindergartens and
childcare centers suggested the need to enhance the professionalism of
the consultants appointed provided curriculum guidance as part of the
2020 support project, as well as strengthening teachers' competence,
improving the awareness of directors and parents, activate professional
learning communities, and providing a venue for sharing experiences

across regions.

As a result of the case study, directors and teachers both perceived
that emphasizing the initiative of the children is the key to establishing
a child-centered and play-centered curriculum. The majority of the
directors and teachers were positive about the child- and play-centered
curriculum, but there were also opposing opinions depending on the
characteristics of the region or target children. Teachers felt that the
accountability and expertise required to carry out a child- and
play-centered curriculum increased, and a cooperative learning
community culture was being established for the operation of the
curriculum. Teachers were also implementing change in play spaces,
materials, and schedule to place play at the center of the curriculum.
These attempts by the teachers resulted in the change in children’s play
behavior, daily life, and activities. Compared to the past, children used
play materials creatively, asked teachers more often for necessary play
materials, and expressed their thoughts and enjoyment freely more
often. In order for the child- and play-centered curriculum to settle well

in the field, diversification of teacher training, human resource support,
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reduction of the ratio of teachers to children, and parental education

were required.

Results of the survey showed that ‘the revised Nuri Curriculum’ was
explained to 90% of the parents, and 88% of the directors and 95% of
the teachers completed a revised Nuri Curriculum-related training.
Education and consulting related to the revised Nuri Curriculum were
received by 23% of directors and 26% of teachers, kindergarten or child
center-based supervision being the highest form of education at 47%
that the teachers participated in. As for the changes experienced after
the implementation of the new curriculum, teachers experiences the
most change in the lesson plan format (76%), and 54.0% of the parents
perceived changes from the curriculum. 52% of the parents responded
that their children showed positive changes. Of the changes being
happier’ was the highest at 64%. ‘Increase in taking initiative’ was
reported to be the most prominent change children displayed, reported
by 55% of the directors and 50% of the teachers. Meanwhile, 59% of
the directors and 60% of teachers responded that COVID-19 had a great
influence on the implementation of the revised Nuri Curriculum. Both
the directors and teachers ranked high child-teacher ratio as the greatest
challenge when practicing the revised curriculum, 28% and 37%,
respectively. Thus directors (33%) and teachers (48%) requesting change
in the legal child-teacher ratio foremost. Meanwhile, parents’ highest
request was the development and dissemination of related materials
(33%), followed by lowering child-teacher ratio (21%).

The policy directions set based on these research results and the
direction pursued in the revised Nuri Curriculum are as follows. First,
the base level quality of the curriculum to narrow the educational quality
gap, while encouraging diversity. Second, guarantee the autonomy of
teachers, improve their professionalism, and encourage their
self-directed efforts for improvement. Third, increase the participation

of children in the implementation of the curriculum, and initiative in
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play. Fourth, connect child care and education services with parents,
and prompt their cooperation through raising parents' understanding
of the play-oriented curriculum. Fifth, arrange support systems for the
implementation of the revised Nuri Curriculum during COVID-19 and
other future social changes.

In accordance to these policy directions, policy measures in terms
of law, system, administration, and finance were suggested. In terms of
laws and systems, strengthening the authority of local governments and
unit agencies, improving evaluation of services according to the
direction of the revision of the curriculum, improving on-site conditions
for implementing the revised Nuri curriculum: placement of labor force,
enhancing teacher professionalism: increase in teacher autonomy, and
proving legal basis for distance learning. In terms of administration,
management and support of teacher learning communities, organization
and operation of a pool of experts to support curriculum operation,
improvement of training methods in curriculum practice, reinforcement
of cooperation among local governments and sharing of developed
materials, activation of platforms for sharing on-site practice cases (on
and offline), incorporating kindergartens in elementary and secondary
school environment improvement projects and including child care
centers in Daily life-related social overhead capital (SOC) project,
development of distance education materials and related training. In
terms of finance, costs for the support for enhancing the professionalism
of teachers, development and sharing of practical examples of operating
the revised Nuri Curriculum, improvement of field conditions, parent

education and campaigns to improve public awareness were estimated.

Keyword: 2019 Revised Nuri Curriculum, Monitoring Curriculum, Kindergartens
and Childcare Centers
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