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Rates of return to human capital investment

—

Human Brain Development - Synapse Formation

The years from birth - to - three are an optimal time
to support language and cognitive growth.

Return on Pre-school
investment
rograms
in human Hice
capital Schooling

Job
training

Pre- Post-school

(school |

Age

* Source : Cunha, Heckerman, Locherner & Masterov (2000)

v BHER oy 848
Early childhood (8:1), vs.
Primary & Secondary (3:1), vs.
Higher/Adulthood (1:1)

Sensing Language
Pathways ¥ Higher
(vision, hearing) Cognitive Function

5 6 30 36 911 4 8 12 16
Months Years

8 AGE

Source: Chuck Nelson, in From Neurons to Neighborhoods (2000).

v 3N 0|2 o}F2| Hof, AR Y2
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——Central Asia East Asia and the Pacific — Latin America and the Caribbean
=== North America and Western Europe == South and West Asia = Sub-Saharan Africa
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arnec  Priorities and needs of ECCE development
cooperation in selected Asia-Pacific countries
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Asia Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood (ARNEC)
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Seoul, Korea

Overview
Overview
Part 1
* Data & Lessons learned
Part 2

* Equitable Access to Quality ECCE
* ECCE Workforce

* Innovations

* Policy, Finance, Research

Part 3

* Summary of Priorities ARNEC
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* A professional regional network established in
February 2008 to build strong partnerships in the
Asia—-Pacific region to advance the agenda on and
investment in Early Childhood Development (ECD).

« To build strong partnerships across sectors and
different disciplines, organisations, agencies and
institutions.

Working together for Early Chilahood Aot et Totrk
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e

oday, ARNEC has become the
fastest growing network for ECD
covering more than 40 countries
in the Asia—Pacific Region.

During the last ten years, ARNEC
has gained over 2,000 individual
members and continues to grow
its institutional membership.

ARNEC COUNTRIES

Working together for Early Childhood At
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Bangladesh

Cambodia

Indonesia
Lao PDR
Mongolia
Sri Lanka

Part 1 Data—SOWC and SDG

Participation Rate in
Organized Learning 1 Year

Children 36-59 months
(%) developmentally on
track (SDG)

Attendance in early
childhood education 3.b.1

Before Grade 1-4.2.2 (sowc)

Richest

Poorest

010 2005 2020 Totol 7 o Total
Sall e 773 19 15 26 74.5 (2019)
367 419 705 15 7 38 :
496 993 87 - : - 82.9 (2012)
865 992 958 17 : : 88.3 (2018)
356 547 705 32 13 69 89.1(2017)
98 92 96 74 34 89 75.7 (2018)

- - 60 52 73 -

Bangladesh
Cambodia

Indonesia
Lao PDR

Mongolia
Sri Lanka

Part 1 Data—SOWC and SDG

Primary Teachers with
minimum required
gualification — 4.c.1 (SDG
2010 2015 2020

Percent of primary
schools with drinking
water —4.a.1 (SDG

2010 2015 2020

Primary school
completion rate

Male Female

58 48 50 > 82 71 76 89

99 100 100 - = 60 68 7
100 P 87.5

= 57.8 58.3 91 92

95.4 98.4 98.8 > = 56.5 84 83

98 100 98 - = = 96 98

84 87 79 99 99

=

—_
©

FHirsmod R8T bRR
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= e Statistical data — Data from this survey is defined differently by countries.
The data available from SOWC, SDG, MICS, DHS can be compared. Data
from this Questionnaire cannot really be compared.

* Official government data — some data sets take time to get approval
before being released. Several countries could not get green light to share
Part 1 Data in their Questionnaire responses in time.

* Consultative process is preferred to quick interviews with few informants
and a questionnaire. There are some concerns over whether the
perceptions and priorities of a few are really representative.

* If we want to establish a system of regular reporting on specific indicators,
need to establish partnerships and agree on processes and definitions
across countries

Equitable and Inclusive Quality ECCE Services
|| Bangladesh | Cambodia |__Fiji | Indonesia | Laos | Mongolia | SriLanka |

What is Age of
ECCE 5 years 5 years 5 years 5 years 5 years Syears 4 Years

Is ECCE - Not Not Compulsory;  Not Compulsory;  Not
Compulsory; ~ Compulsory;  Not Free Compulsory; Free Compulsory;
Not Free Not Free Not Free Free
EMENGEIDE - B Somewhat Not Available ~ Somewhat Not Available Not Available  Not Available
INEHEL 60 Available Available
ECCE
Main Typesof  [¥[l3 MOoE (public & MoE Public MoE MoE Private
provider Private commun), Private Private Private Private MoE
NGO Private CSO/FBO Community

FBO




OFEHXI% SOREA HHraizio] £204 24 T

ECCE Workforce
—“mmm

Is there a Yes —like for ~ Not really No Yes —through No
(CICT LI primary training and

for ECCE assessment
workforce

{00 RET IO Yes —ingov't  Yes—in No No-way  Gov'tKG Yes-same No.
(EIRRUEEETIEN pre-school  public pre- less —yes

as primary school
teachers

Is there a No No No - for No No Under No
national HRD education as development

plan for ECCE awhole

SEL for Not yet Nowin pre-  Yes—pilotin  No No No
teachers service curriculum &

and/or teacher teacher

curriculum training training

Innovation

* Foundations/NGOs assess and document innovative pilots. Use results
to convince Gov't to invest and take pilots to scale — Indonesia

* Annual school preparedness evaluation on new grade 1 students is used
to review ECCE Center performance. Take corrective action and learn
from positive deviance — Mongolia

* Summer 4-week ECCE for children with not ECCE experience just before
entering Grade 1. Cost effective for high impact on successful transition
from home to school. Cambodia and Laos

* More




Policy - Research
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Is there an Yes—for ECCE  Yes. Yes. It is Yes — for ECD.
effective ECCE NGOs-cwnI and for multi- created - but Not for ECCE
or ECD society and with ~ sectoral ECD. effective???

Coordination Gov't and donors

Mechanism

(S TE R Very little Local Not really. Notreally ~ Some  Yes—teacherswith  No

ECCE public government disabled students

finance for for poor. paid salary incentive
disadvantaged (family too)

What metrics ~ JIIbS ELDS —recently ELDS ECDI ELDS ELDS

has been used {3V used to assess (will repeat in 2023)
to measure child SEL pilot
learning
Research Standards for Impact of Play-based & Cost-benefit MICS planned for 2023
Priorities quality of small ~ Parentingon ~ SEL approaches; on transition ELDS planned for 2023
private center; parent behavior, STEM into ECCE  to school;
public financing ~ Budget analysis — impact of
and PPP for the  public finance multi-sector
poor analysis; approach (e.g.,
nutrition &
stimulation).

Sri Lanka
Providing proper
infrastructure facilities

Bangladesh
Policy operationalization and
institutionalization with capacity

5 Priority Areas for Policy Support

Cambodia
Multi-sectoral coordination
of ECCE policies and

Mongolia Laos

programme
Well trained teacher /  Standards and Quality assurance of  Support to parents and
caregiver training interventions families

Inclusive ECCE system
and services for children
with disabilities.

Capacity building of professionals
and stakeholders for a strong
system of regular reporting and
quality monitoring - special
software?

Play-based instruction and
social-emotional learning

Effective monitoring
system

Popularisation campaign and social
behavioural communication

Curriculum designing and
implementation

Coordination to
mainstream multi level
participation

Covering the most marginalized
with quality services

Research in ECCE
and Quality monitoring
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Indonesia Govt Indo CSO Fiji - gov't
National policies/frameworks Enhance existing Infrastructure —to
of ECCE infrastructure - training (soft  be inclusive

skills) for ECCE teachers

Government investment and  Train at sub district level. Resources
public finance to ECCE Training modules are

available - but no budget to

conduct training.

Research in ECCE Model climate charge Teacher upgrade
adaptation in ECCE — ECCE
and early learning in
preparedness and early

response
Opportunities for career Teacher
development & salary renumeration
subsidies

Digital technology in ECCE ECE Research

Fiji — CSO

Review ECCE Policy, must include
holistic and targeted budget

Bring 4 yr olds under Education
mandate.

Review existing curriculum to integrate
STEM, SELS, Thumbs UP. Develop/use
ECE diagnostic tools.

Develop curriculum guideline for 0-3
years focus more on play

Strengthen Parents & Community
support

Strengthen research

Sound investment in ECCE

g

Summary of Top 5 Priorities Across 5 Countries..

use research for policy advocacy

2. Improved infrastructure — additional resources and soft skills training on using
space well. Safe and secure places to play —in centers and at home

3. ECCE workforce — Models and systems for human resource development — HR
plan development, systems for skill upgrade and promotion

4. Public Finance — engage at senior levels on analysis of ECCE and/or ECD budget,
unit costs and spending. Share models for tracking multi-sector spending on

ECCE and ECD.

1. Research - Studies that use existing early learning development scales (e.g.,
ELDS). Research on cost effectiveness on ECCE and on impact of pilots. How to

Coordination mechanisms — how to ensure effective partnerships across sectors
and across types of provider (gov't, private, CSO). What are effective strategies
to improve coordination and to build synergy
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. Early Learning and Development Metrics
. ECCE Public Finance and Budget Analysis
. ECCE Workforce Mapping and Support

1
2
3
4. Reaching Most Disadvantaged
5. Public Private Partnerships

6

. Establish Research and Policy Hub

Metrics .-

%

* Evidence based policies and plans need data on the developmental
growth of children. The status of children and the impact of innovation
and pilots can be measured.

* Metrics for holistic child development exist —and the Early Learning
Developmental Scale for ages 3-5 has been adapted for use in 5
countries in this survey — plus many other countries across the region

* Korea could take leadership role in the region for strengthening
country capacity to use holistic early learning metrics — tool adaptation,
data collection, data analysis - and to link the data and analysis with
policy recommendations and program activities

* Collaboration between HKU, ARNEC and UNICEF to develop ELDS
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Recommendation 2 - ECCEPubthmanceand

sl

BudgetAnaWas

= =—=%This area had very weak responses from countries. There is little
available data on ECCE costs, budget or financing at country level

* Multi-sectoral nature of early childhood and the multiple types of
provider makes this research more challenging — and important

* Korera is well placed to engage with Ministries of Education and
Finance — a basic requirement for analysis

* Studies and research on cost effectiveness, including projected costs
effectiveness through reduced waste or improved outcomes, are
effective for policy advocacy

* Other partners — including EU, WB, UNICEF and UNESCO — in the region

Recommendation 3 - ECCE\NoHdomfrnappmg
andsuppom

__._-~.‘>‘

* ECCE Workforce is the most critical element in quality ECCE services

* Very few countries have HR Development Plan for ECCE - limited vision
or scope at national levels to take action

* Workforce regulation and policies completely change across types of
provider. This can be addressed during Workforce Mapping processes.

* Capacity building and professional development opportunities, with
certification, need to be open to workforce members from different
providers

* Reviews of good practice in the region are important
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* Even with good policies, without capacity, it is challenging to improve things
* Need to focus on specific disadvantaged groups — in the survey, 2 mentioned
¢ Children with disabilities (focus within disability — e.g., hearing impaired)
* Children in extreme poverty

* Holistic approach to issues — combine situation analysis with policy
engagement and capacity support

* Consider including the use of public finance for incentives — or for special
social protection elements for families and service providers —as Mongolia is
doing for children with disabilities

nerships

e — ‘ =7 R —

= ~+Inmost countries, private sector is a major provider of ECCE

* Private ECCE often has different policies, different quality standards, different
quality control/supervision, different reporting than Gov’t ECCE

* Unregistered private ECCE is a critical quality issue in some countries — while in
IrEnCoCs"Ec countries, rural and poor urban communities do not have access to public

* Registration processes can strengthen monitoring and reporting capacity and
provide opportunities for private sector to strengthen quality

* Public Private Partnerships for the Foor require tqrﬁete_d policy changes and
innovation, and investment of public resources with private partners

* There are examples in the region — Singapore, India, Viet Nam, ADB pro-poor
public private partnerships
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* To maintain consistent focus and sustained energy on the issues — need a
dedicated team. This cannot be left to interested individuals to manage
on the side and can build upon existing expertise in Korea

* Links with other regional bodies active with ECCE can be established early
— ARNEC, SEANEO CECCEP, UNICEF Regional Offices. Links with select
Universities can also be considered — depending on focus of Center

* Regular contacts with countries — maintenance of a web-site — updating
basic information — adding new research and reports can all be managed.

* Establishing a regional research group takes long term vision and
commitment. It is not necessary to establish immediately but ensuring
political will is essential.

o= Working together for Early Childhood

Thank you !

ARNEC, a professional Regional Network for Early Childhood
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UN o}5#E| 8% Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)

0152 RO BAES Ak ¥ 4 Uk Hat US

2E 0| & 2I8t 11§ World Declaration on Education for All (EFA) (1991)
- "Learning begins at birth”
World Education Forum (Dakar, 2000)

£3], 397 0158 93 Q0IIST BS HHAC B BAE AP HT AX

=

M|13| UNESCO World Conference on ECCE (Moscow, 2010)
- QOtU ST HE2 AR, QI7H FRIEHO T4 Q7 (ECCE as a social, human and economic
development imperative

* 23] UNESCO World Conference on ECCE (Tashkent, 2022)

SDG 4.2 Y2 2HY R0fUS

QUALITY
EDUCATION

SDG4 Target 4.2
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423, 20l 71 &% U &S B (home learning environment)g Z&sl=
5M| of5te| ROt b2

4.2.4. 7 ™ 18 (pre-primary education)} F0t7| WS L (early childhood educational
development) A{t| A 0| 8 &

425, HHoz BEs= 24 U O|F Fot T WS HSH (number of years of free and
compulsory pre-primary education)

‘Global Partnership Strategy(GPS) for Early Childhood 2021-2030’

f=§
33

MOZ of5t HOjE U 2x 3|
BUEZ % H7} 23 SEEs A

JSH AZYE YT
SH 8%
Harnessing Evidence
for Action and Rights

Galvanizing
Leveraging data, M&E | Strengthening Policy, Coordination and
for accountability e Ak International

and Advocacy Cooperation

Access , Quality, Inclusion and Equity
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Figure 3.2. Philanthropy and ODA gross disbursements in education, 2018

PRIVATE PHILANTHROPY (USD MILLION, CONSTANT)

Higher education

Early childhood education _

Vocational training

Education policy and
administralive management

Education research
Secondary education
Educational facilities

and training

Primary education

Basic life skills
for youth and adults

Teacher training

Advanced technical and
managerial training

(DA (USD MILLION, CONSTANT)

Higher education
Primary education

Education policy and
adminisirative management

Vocational training

Educational facilties
and training

Secondary education

Teacher {raining
Basic life skills
for youth and adults

Advanced technical and
managerial training

I Eary childhood education | 108 I

Education esearch | o5

0 100 200 a0 400 5000

*ZH: OECD (2020). Philanthropy and Education: Education Giving in the Midst of COVID-19
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