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Abstract

The longitudinal relationship between the home-
rearing environment at age 3 and academic
performance in first grade: The mediating role of

executive functioning difficulties

Jong Seung Yun, Yeon Ha Kim

This study aimed to investigate the mediating role of executive function
difficulties in the longitudinal relationship between the home-rearing
environment at age three and academic performance in first grade. Data
from 976 children in the Panel Study on Korean Children were analyzed
using the SPSS Process Macro. The main results are as follows: first, a
higher-quality home-rearing environment at age three was associated with
better academic performance in the first grade. Second, difficulties in
executive function were found to mediate the relationship between the
home-rearing environment at age three and academic performance in first
grade. These results highlight the importance of the early home-rearing
environment for academic performance in elementary school and shed new
light on the role of executive function. Based on the findings, specific
support measures and policies to enhance the academic performance of

elementary school students are proposed.

Keywords: Home-rearing Environment, Academic performance, Executive function
difficulties
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