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Table A1

Conceptualizations of early childhood care and education

p—

Early Childhood Care
and Education
(ECCE)

Early childhood
education (ECE)
Early childhood
development
(ECD)

Early childhood
development
(ECD)

147%
Definition

Early childhood care and education (ECCE) concerns children from (before)
birth to age 8, beginning from prenatal care to promoting a smooth transition
"To primary school. It includes both in-home and out-of-home settings and
can target parents, caregivers and children. The role of families in ECCE

is paramount: parents are children’s first educators and caregivers. ECCE
includes'care’ (health, nutrition and child care in a nurturing environment)
and ‘education’ (play, socialization, guidance and developmental activities),
ideally provided in an integrated manner. UNESCO promotes ECCE as part
of its mandate to support countries to implement normative and standard-
setting instruments, such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(1989) and the Convention Against Discrimination in Education (1960).

Used interchangeably with pre-primary education, early childhood education
(ECE) refers to organized learning programmes for children aged 3 years and
up to the start of primary education. Early childhood development (ECD) is
recognized as an outcome that encompasses the physical, cognitive, motor,
language, social and emotional development of children in the early years.
This period is typically defined as the period from birth to 8 years of age.
UNICEF's work focuses on the period from birth up to primary school entry,
with emphasis on the first 1,000 days as this is the most sensitive period for
children’s physical growth and brain development.

Early childhood development (ECD) refers to the cognitive, physical,
language, motor, social and emotional development between 0 and 8 years
of age. One of the components, early learning, refers to any opportunity for
the baby, toddler or child to interact with a person, place or object in their
environment, recognizing that every interaction (positive or negative, or
absence of an interaction) contributes to the child’s brain development and
lays the foundation for later learning.

World Bank

International
Labour

Organization for
Economic Co-
operation and

s

International
Standard
Classification

Early Childhood
Development (ECD)
Early Childhood
Education (ECE)

Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE)

Early childhood
education and
care (ECEC)

Early Childhood
Education (ISCED 0)
Early Childhood
Educational

Development (ISCED 01)

Pre-primary Education
(ISCED 02)

The World Bank uses ECD, ECE and other terms to align with the terms used
by the countries with which it works to refer to holistic support for children’s
cognitive, physical, language, motor and social and emotional development
from before birth through the transition to primary school. The World

Bank's Investing in the Early Years (IEY) Framework highlights the need for
investments in children across three pillars to ensure they reach their full
potential: (1) children are healthy and well nourished, especially in the first
1,000 days; (2) children receive early stimulation and learning opportunities;
and (3) children are nurtured and protected from poverty and stress.

Early childhood care and education (ECCE) services and programmes
are broadly classified into two types: (1) early childhood educational
development (ECED) programmes designed for children in the age range of 0

to 2 years; and (2) pre-primary education programmes designed for children
from 3 years of age to the start of primary education.

Early childhood education and care (ECEC) refers to programmes for children
from birth until entry into primary education. The ECEC Quality Framework

covers five dimensions: (1) quality standards, governance and financing;
(2) monitoring and data; (3) workforce development; (4) curriculum and
pedagogy; and (5) family and community engagement.

ISCED Level 0 programmes (Early Childhood Education) target all children
below the age of entry into ISCED Level 1 (Primary Education) and refer to
early childhood education programmes that have an intentional education
component. There are two categories of ISCED Level 0 programmes:

Early Childhood Educational Development (ISCED 01) programmes have
educational content designed for younger children from 0 to less than 3
years, while Pre-primary Education (ISCED 02) is designed for children from
age 3 years to the start of primary education.
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