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Abstract

The Mediating Role of Executive Function Difficulties
in the Link Between Early Parent-Child Interaction
and Later Media Device Addiction in Elementary
School: A Longitudinal Analysis

Hyo Eun Jang

This study examined the longitudinal mediating effect of executive function
difficulties in the relationship between parent—child interaction in early
elementary school and media device addiction in later elementary school. A
multivariate latent growth modeling approach was employed using longitudinal
data from the Panel Study of Korean Children, spanning from Wave 7 (age 6) to
Wave 13 (age 12). The analysis revealed that the intercept of parent—child
interaction had a significant direct effect on the intercept and slope of media
device addiction, and the indirect effect via executive function difficulties
indicated a partial mediation. In contrast, the slope of parent-child interaction
did not have a significant direct effect on the slope of media device addiction,
but a significant indirect effect via the slope of executive function difficulties
indicated a full mediation. These findings provide empirical evidence for the
longitudinal pathway through which parent—child interaction and executive
function difficulties influence media device addiction in childhood, highlighting

their importance as key protective factors for prevention and intervention.

Key words : Parent-child interaction, executive functioning difficulties, media
device addiction, latent growth model.
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